
                                  

 

New Material Type: Open Resources 

 

Open resources are a growing area that is useful and economical for a variety of reasons. 
As these materials become more common it is in the consortium’s best interest to be able 
to account for them. Though there are three broad categories of open resources; Open 
Access (OA), Open Educational Resources (OER), and Public Domain (PD), a single new 
material type has been adopted for this material, Open Resource. 

                    

The fields required for cataloging text-based open resources*, specifically in the form of 
open books include 300, 336-338, 506, 538, and 542. Other fields to consider include 540, 
710 and 856 

 

r​ 300​  ​  ​ 1 online resource. 

"Extent is not recorded in ebook records." p7 Minerva RDA cataloging standards 

https://www.maineinfonet.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Draft-Update-December-2024-
Minerva-Cataloging-Standards-using-RDA-12.12.24.docx.pdf 

As mentioned, these records would essentially treat open resources as ebooks which 
would not require the same level of detail in this field. However, it may be useful to 
encourage greater detail. 

https://www.maineinfonet.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Draft-Update-December-2024-Minerva-Cataloging-Standards-using-RDA-12.12.24.docx.pdf
https://www.maineinfonet.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Draft-Update-December-2024-Minerva-Cataloging-Standards-using-RDA-12.12.24.docx.pdf


 

r​ 336​  ​  ​ text|2rdacontent 
r​ 337​  ​  ​ computer|2rdamedia 
r​ 338​  ​  ​ online resource|2rdacarrier 
 

Since all the Open Resources to be cataloged are available through internet connection 
the 538 field applies to all materials within this material type (more details in later section). 

More specific categories of open material (OA, OER, PD can be further described using a 
combination of the fields 506, 542, and 540 fields to help find the right type of resource for 
the intended purpose.  

n​ 506​  ​  ​ Open Access Electronic Book 

The designation of “Open Access Electronic Book” may be enough for general purposes. It 
may be useful to use the available subfields for further clarifications. 

n​ 506​ 0​  ​ Open Access Electronic Book 

This would help identify which open items are in Public Domain, since they are out of 
copyright and therefore have “no restrictions.” 

n​ 506​ 1​  ​ Open Access Electronic Book 

This would indicate that the content is open but does have some restrictions. Open 
licenses do not mean no copyright. It indicates that the copy right holder has allowed a set 
of permissions.  The 54_s are used to provide further details. Creative Commons has 
become one of the most common standards used in open licensing. However, there are 
other organizations that provide open licensing. 

 



n​ 538​  ​  ​ Mode of access: World Wide Web 

Make use of the 538 to differentiate this type, open, from other digital/electronic based 
items. Many of the eBook vendors (EBSCO, ProQuest…) include items that are in Public 
Domain or are open licensed but place them behind paywalls. Even if the content itself is 
“open” if it cannot be freely accessed it is not open in practice.  

 

Public Domain & Project Gutenberg 542  

n​ 542​ 1​  ​ |fPublic Domain 

n​ 542​ 1​  ​ This eBook is for the use of anyone anywhere at no cost and 
with almost no restrictions whatsoever.  You may copy it, give it away or re-use it under the 
terms of the Project Gutenberg License included with this eBook or online at 
www.gutenberg.org 

Project Gutenberg items should include the basic text of their abbreviated license. Though 
the content is in Public Domain they have sought to prevent others from establishing new 
restrictions on such content. They do retain rights to the specific digital version with the 
intention of keeping it freely available to everyone.  

|f or |l are both appropriate for Project Gutenberg items since the content is public domain 
but they do retain rights as mentioned above. For consistency it may be better to treat all 
Public Domain items the same regardless of source. If this is what is decided upon using |l 
might be a better choice. [clarify choice]  

 

Open Access and Open Educational Resources 542 and 540 

For Open access and Open Educational Resources the 542 is used to signify that the 
material is open licensed and which category of open resource it is. The 540 adds more 
detail. The licensing body is identified, and the specific open license is described (name of 
license, abbreviations/code of licence, and link to text of license). 

n​ 542​ 1​  ​ |lOpen licensed|3Open access (OA) 

n​ 540​  ​  ​ Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives      
4.0 International|fCC BY-NC-ND 
4.0|uhttps://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode 

http://www.gutenberg.org


 



 

b​ 710​ 2​  ​ Project Gutenberg 

Along with the publisher a distributor and/or platform of open materials is also of 
significance and should be provided when possible.  

 

y​ 856​ 4​ 0​ |u 

In most instances |0 in the second subfield of 856 is appropriate. For PD items, since there 
are often multiple editions and formats for that content, |1 “version of resource” might be 
more useful. A further recommendation might be to also use |a "Host name" since platform 
could be significant [I have used sources I trust but some open sources may not be as 
stable] 

In instances where a single resource has multiple links associated with it |g “Persistent 
identifier” could be used for DOI or similar persistent identifiers. The content itself is 
identical regardless of what platforms holds a digital copy of the item. For the sake of being 
user-friendly, a single link should be chosen for the open content cataloged.  

 

Since most open resources are accessible online the item record location and status that 
fits best is Online. As previously noted, even if the content in question is public domain or 
openly licensed if it is behind a paywall or if access is restricted in any way it should not be 
cataloged as open material. I type should be 52 webpage. 

 

Note: Technically item records for open resources are not necessary since the link 
providing access to the item is in the bibliographic record and would work for all library 
patrons. 



For more information on Creative Commons licensing please see their “About CC 
Licenses” page, https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/ 

 

*Open resources do include a variation of formats. The most common text based open 
materials are books and articles (whether single articles or entire journals) but may also 
include other resources that are primarily text rather than media like lesson plans. Media 
based open resources can include any content that is primarily visual and/or audio. Videos 
and podcasts are currently the most common open media. However, the MARC fields 
should be able to distinguish those differences along with the three distinct categories (OA, 
OER, and PD).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example OA bibliographic record 

 

Example OER bibliographic record 

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/


 

 

 

Example PD bibliographic record 

 

 


