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Current Status – URSUS System

· No profile revision backlog

· Software updates for Millennium and Docutek completed successfully

· Issue log

· Extended Approval Plan implementation: UM is loading Yankee order records, invoices and PromptCat records. Current problems: OCLC, Yankee processing related PromptCat. Ready to implement additional libraries.

· Millennium module implementation:  Modules for circulation, acquisitions, serials and the webopac have been implemented in all libraries. Modules in the queue: cataloging, statistics.  Modules that III has not completed: administration.

 

Peoplesoft 

Financials: A number of problems persist: interpreting error messages and the process for correcting problems; addressing filtered records which requires staff to rekey the invoice(s) in Peoplesoft directly…which defeats the purpose of the interface between URSUS and PS. We are investigating the possibility of financials training for library invoice payment

Article Linker Implementation: 
Implementation has been delayed because the sales rep failed to understand that one instance for the UMS libraries means one combined knowledge base that is automatically updated from the separate knowledge bases maintained by each campus. This software is in place for the Serials Solutions subscription and card service. 

RSS / XML Feed: 
Really Simple Syndication (RSS) is a format for syndicating news and other content. It is a dialect of the XML language. Information is increasingly distributed as RSS feeds on the web. For example, Yahoo provides a way to search the web and receive the results as RSS feeds. Blogs are also published as RSS feeds. We are implementing a Mariner Gateway feed to help staff and patrons to track system wide library changes effortlessly. 

Persistent Links – Adding library content to ereserves, course web sties (WebCT or Blackboard), other web access points

A persistent URL allows you to take advantage of the linking capabilities offered by some database vendors, e-journal publishers, and library course reserve systems. A persistent URL is a web address that will consistently point to a specific information resource such as an article in a full-text library database. With the current implementation of Docutek, faculty and library staff can now link directly to articles assigned in a course using the e-reserve system. In a similar manner such links can be made from within Blackboard and WebCT, as well as web sites. Attached is a draft description of the process that will be posted on Mariner and Docutek and is available for library staff to use on reserve web pages and other locations as appropriate. 
Branding for Systemwide Library Srvices: Mariner, Indexes & Databases, URSUS, Docutek, Serials Solutions

We are moving ahead with the plan to redesign the Library Systems web sites with a common branding and look and feel to the presentation of information. Consistent branding provides design, content and layout in the best interest of patrons.  A standard implementation of each web ensures that users: know what to expect, how features look in the interface, where to find resources on site, do not overlook important information because of confusing design elements or non-standard elements. The objectives to this approach are to: 

· Reinforce UMS Libraries site identity and align services with strategic goal #4
· Provide consistency and continuity in Web site appearance
· Improve quality, usability and accessibility of library services
· Increase efficiency of website development and management
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