URSUS Report

Council of Library Directors, February 3, 2006

Current Status – URSUS System

Millennium Release 2006 has begun preliminary product beta testing and is scheduled for release mid year. A preliminary enhancement list is attached. 

WebPAC Pro is the new foundation for the latest Web and Innovative technologies, features, and products. We have opened a call for the software upgrade.  Highlights of the new platform for the online catalog include: 

· A feature called RightResult, a new search and display algorithm that returns a grouped result set based on an advanced relevance-ranking algorithm, 

· Campus Integration - Web OPAC Pro is the foundation for campus integration optional products that the company announced earlier this year including Single Sign-on, External Patron Verification (LDAP), and Courseware Integration for Blackboard®. 

· Advanced RSS Tools - Feed Builder is a new product that allows libraries to send Real Simple Syndication (RSS) data based on any Boolean query of the Millennium database. This means that libraries can publish their newest holdings so they can be accessed like a typical "blog" or news source through a feed reader. In addition, WebPAC Pro offers My Record Feeds, which will deliver patron-related information through RSS, such as holds placed or available items, in real time.

Extended Approval Plan implementation: UM is in operational mode, without software or system problems. Implementation for Machias is underway, with USM and Maine State Library in the queue. 

According to Deb Rollins, about 15% of the books have PromptCat records that must go to Cataloging for fixes. About 3/4 of these require labels and call numbers for the bib and item records. Some require subject headings, date fixes, etc. Most of the problem records are for profiled books (the brand new publications) and not for firm orders. 

Additionally, Orono’s PromptCat profile is set to a pretty low  acceptable cataloging level to avoid receiving books with no catalog record. However in some cases the records are so poor, staff end up getting another better record, usually available from in OCLC at a later  point in the process. 

Program to link patron barcodes prior to load: Tim Pellett has worked with Danny Hughes (USM) to output a patron file and decode it with Lc’s MARC Breaker program. Danny has written a script to use the social security number to match patrons in his file and obtain barcodes. Next step: see if the file loads into URSUS.

Maine State Archives: the database was reloaded on Dec. 13,2005 using a program that reduced a file of 28,727 records to 3,604 series/collection level records. Holdings remain suppressed as MSA staff clean up authorities and add subject headings. 

We are keeping abreast of routine operations and software issues.
Peoplesoft Financials:  Problems that plagued operations since implementation of the URSUS Acquisitions / Peoplesoft interface have been addressed. Fewer and fewer complaints and software glitches.

Article Linker Implementation: System-wide resources were linked on Dec. 6, 2005. A few libraries with unique holdings continue to implement (USM, FAR). There seems to be a lingering problem with the interlibrary loan link for OCLS.

MULS by another name: Data has been output and MARC mapping is just about complete. An effort will be made to launch the system within the month.

URSUS Manager Search: reopened search and ads ran in January 2006. We received six applications. A quick review indicates there may be one potential candidate. Materials have not been sent to the search committee. 
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