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Goal of MSCC
A cooperative of Maine libraries who have 
committed to retaining material in order to 
make it accessible to library users across 
Maine and beyond, allowing other libraries 
to consider withdrawing their own local 
copies safe in the knowledge that the 
content is being protected for future use. 



Retention Work to Date

www.maineinfonet.org/mscs

⚫ MSCC Phase 1 commitments – 1.3 
million titles

⚫ Individual collection analysis projects –
2k committed

⚫ MSCC Phase 2 commitments – 139k 
committed



Phase 2 Retention Rules



Phase 2 Retention Totals



Minerva Retention Totals



Potential Withdrawal Opportunities

www.maineinfonet.org/mscs



Out of Scope for Retention
Materials you can remove commitments on:
⚫ Textbooks 
⚫ Guides e.g. travel guides, self-help & pet 

training
⚫ Manuals e.g. technology manuals such as 

Window 95 
⚫ Outdated health, legal & consumer 

information 
⚫ Government and legal documents

To be proactive consider running a list of 
specific call numbers with MSCC status



Publishers List & Keywords
⚫ List of publishers & keywords excluded 

from retention consideration
⚫ Includes: 

⚫ Specific textbook & guide publishers, self-
publishing companies, some juvenile 
fiction and non-fiction, and mass 
paperback publishers 

Not perfect: some titles will still have ended up 
being retained

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FDZ8ag2utvEeWK7Mkx_502jWd75XBGwktgjWMAHBm34/edit?usp=sharing


The James Patterson Issue
⚫ Why am I being asked to retain my James 

Pattersons, which haven’t circed since I 
committed?
⚫ Would have met retention rules i.e. circed

previously and/or at another library
⚫ Other libraries relying on commitment to 

remove their copies
⚫ MSCC is largely agnostic to literary 

quality 



Possible solutions?
⚫ Every five years, Minerva libraries are 

provided with lists of titles that have had 
zero circs to consider whether still need 
to be retained

Other ideas?



MSCC Transfer Process
⚫ Biannual call for transferring 

commitments 
⚫ Shelf checking isn’t a requirement
⚫ Extra time is fine & you don’t have to wait 

until call for transfer candidates 



Any other questions or concerns?
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